and through the adoption, by individuals, of the way of living
which this implies,

''There is no structural organization of society \shich can bring
about the coming of the Kingdom of God on earth, since it is a
gift of God, and since all systems can be perverted by the
selfishness of man. Therefore the Church as such can never commit
itself to any proposed change in the structure of society as being
a self-sufficient 'means of salvation.

"But the Church can point to those features of our existing
society which, while they can never prevent individual men and
women from becoming Christian^ are contrary to divine justice
and act as stumbling-blocks, making it harder for men to live
Christian lives.

"In our present situation we believe the maintenance of that
part of the structure of our society by which the ultimate owner-
ship of the principal industrial resources of the community can
be vested in the hands of private owners may be such a stumbling-
block. On the- one hand it may deprive the poorest members of
the community of the essentials of life. On the other, while these
resources can be so owned men will strive for their ownership for
themselves. As a consequence a way of life founded on the
supremacy of the economic motive wrill remain, which is contrary
to God's plan for mankind.

"For one or both of these reasons the time has corne for
Christians to proclaim the need for striving towards a form of
society in which', while the essential value of the * individual
personality is preserved, the continuance of these abuses wrill be
no longer possible. We who support this resolution pledge our-
selves so to do.

"Christians, clergy and laity alike, cannot take part in this work
unless they are prepared to advocate and bring about a complete
reorganization of the internal financial position of the Church
itself."

I must emphasize that I do not quote this resolution so as to
suggest that "the Church" endorses every commaj or every
paragraph, or indeed every substantial idea in this book. I quote
it so as to show that there is now substantial common ground
shared by "practical men" who start with the idea of trying to
make the machine work and Christians who start from the belief
in God.
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